B• E• v• e• r• A• g• e• s

WIIN
NEER
RIIEESS
W
BR
REEW
WEER
RIIEESS
B
DIISSTTIILLLLEER
RIIEESS
D

0 01 Write down your thoughts (on a cocktail napkin) over
a great craft beverage one evening. Wake up the next
day with a clear mind and make it happen. Start here:
www.discoverfrederickmd.com/start
0 0 2 It’s who you know — join the association in your industry for
start-up advice, invest in some nice steno pads and take lots
of notes.
¤¤Brewers Association of Maryland:
www.marylandbeer.org
¤¤Maryland Wineries Association:
www.marylandwine.com
¤¤Maryland Distillers Guild:
www.marylandspirits.org
0 0 3 Contact the people who want to see this industry grow
and thrive — the Frederick County Office of Economic
Development’s (OED) Drink Frederick Team at 301-600-1058
will be your business advocates.
0 04 Find your spaces in all the right places. OED can help with
that. We’ve got great property listings.
0 05 This one is a big one. Understand local government codes,
zoning, regulations and approvals to see if it’s permitted at
your location and ask the right people in local government
this question: “Can I do this where I want to?” OED can
introduce you to them by setting up a meeting with zoning,
development review, permitting and life safety to cover
your bases.

0 0 6 Talk to the Feds about the appropriate permit. Be sure
to understand taxation/reporting requirements… it’s
complicated but important stuff.
¤¤Carefully, and we do mean carefully, complete the
Federal Manufacturer’s Application Packet from
the U.S. Department of the Treasury, Alcohol and
Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB) found at
www.ttb.gov/applications/index.shtml. This process
can take 150–200 days, that is, if the application is
submitted correctly.
007

Get legal and licensed with the State. There is a license and
bond too, so write that check, and be sure to understand the
taxation/reporting requirements in Maryland.
¤¤Carefully complete the State of Maryland
Manufacturer & Wholesaler License Applications
found at this really long URL: www.taxes.
marylandtaxes.com/Business_Taxes/General_
Information/Business_Tax_Forms_and_Instructions/
Alcohol_Tax_Forms/
¤¤Notify the State of your Federal approval. The State
will not approve your application until you receive
your Federal permit so do a happy dance after you
receive it.
¤¤An agent from the Comptroller’s Office will come
and inspect your manufacturing facility in order to
grant your license. This process can take 6-8 weeks,
assuming the application is submitted correctly
and everything is in order. But yours will be in order
because you’ve done your homework.
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00 8 Begin producing your wine, beer or spirits. Create
perfection. No one likes a bad craft beverage.
0 0 9 The Federal Government wants the final say on what
you’re marketing so get Federal approval of your labels
and packaging. You’ll save a lot of time by doing it
electronically here: https://www.ttb.gov/forms/f510031.pdf

0 1 0 The fun begins. You can start marketing and promoting your
products. Get listed on www.homegrownfrederick.com and
save your space in the award-winning Frederick County
Wineries, Breweries, Distilleries brochure by contacting OED.
We’re waiting for your call.

Contact the Drink Frederick Team at the Frederick County Office of
Economic Development to join our growing craft beverage scene.
118 N. Market St., Frederick, MD 21701
301-600-1058 | info@discoverfrederickmd.com
discoverfrederickmd.com | homegrownfrederick.com

#WhereBigIdeasGrow
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Breweries in Maryland are broken down into four types: Class 5 Brewery (§2-207), Class 6 Pub Brewery (§2-208), Class 7 MicroBreweries (§2-209), and Class 8 Farm Brewery (§2-210). There are currently no Class 6 Pub Brewery licenses available in Frederick
County. *Definitions are subject to change according to the most recent state and local legislation.
CLASS 5 – BREWERY (STATE OF MARYLAND)
¤¤Authorizes the holder to: Establish and operate in this
state a plant for brewing and packaging malt beverages
at the location described in the license, import beer from
holders of nonresident dealers permit, sell and deliver
beer to any wholesale licensee in this state, or person
outside of this state authorized to acquire it; and sell
beer brewed at the location described in the license
for on-premises consumption;
¤¤Operating hours for on-premise consumption are
from 10am to 10pm; there are no hours restrictions for
sampling, off-premise consumption or events held under a
Special Event Permit
¤¤May contract brew at Class 2 Rectifier, Class 7 Micro-Brewery
and Class 8 Farm Brewery, or at a non-resident brewery;
¤¤May serve a person who participates in a guided tour of
the facility or attends a scheduled promotional event or
other organized activity at the licensed facility, not more
than 18-oz of samples of beer brewed by the brewery;
¤¤Sell up to 288-oz of beer brewed by the brewery for
off-premises consumption to anyone of legal drinking
age who participates in a guided tour of the brewery or
attends a scheduled promotional event or other organized
activity at the licensed premises, ;
¤¤A local licensing board may grant an on-site consumption
permit to an applicant that holds a Class 5 Brewery
license and a Class D beer license
¤¤An on-site consumption permit entitles the holder to sell
beer brewed by the brewery for on-site consumption
¤¤Before a local licensing board that does not issue
a Class D Beer License may grant an on-site
consumption permit, the local licensing board shall:
establish an equivalent license; and require that the
applicant obtain that license.

¤¤A brewery may sell up to 2,000 barrels of beer it produces
for on-premise consumption, provided no more than 25%
is from beer brewery via a contract off-site (or 1.2% of
overall production, whichever is greater).
¤¤Must have someone on staff who holds an alcohol
awareness server certification.
¤¤Comptroller may issue a special brewery promotional
event permit to a holder of a Class 5 Brewery license, the
permit authorizes the holder to conduct on the premises of
the brewery a promotional event at which the holder may:
¤¤Provide samples of not more than 18-oz to consumers
¤¤Sell beer produced by the holder to persons who
participate in the event
¤¤The beer at the event shall be sold by the glass and
for consumption at the event only
¤¤A holder of a Class 5 Brewery license may not be
issued more than 12 permits in a calendar year
¤¤A single promotional event may not exceed 3
consecutive days
¤¤Permit fee is $25 per event
¤¤To obtain a permit, a person, at least 15 days before
the event, shall file with the office of the Comptroller
an application that the Office provides.
¤¤Comptroller may issue a refillable container permit to a
holder of a Class 5 Brewery license, at no cost to the holder
of the license, and may be renewed each year concurrently
with the renewal of the Class 5 Brewery license
CLASS DBR, BEER ONLY PERMIT (FREDERICK COUNTY)
A Class DBR shall be issued by the Frederick County Liquor
Board to applicant who holds a Class 5 Brewery License.
In addition to those privileges granted to a Brewery holding
a Class 5 Manufacturer’s License pursuant to Article 2B,
§2-206, the holder of the DBR license may keep for sale and
sell beer brewed at the brewery for on-premises consumption.
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¤¤ON-SITE CONSUMPTION PERMIT
(FREDERICK COUNTY)
The Frederick County Liquor Board may grant an
On-Site Consumption Permit to applicant who holds
a Class 5 Manufacturer’s License and a Frederick
County DBR License.
CLASS 7 – MICRO BREWERY (STATE OF MARYLAND)
¤¤Issued by Comptroller only to a holder of a Class B Beer,
wine, and liquor license that is issued for use on the
premises of a restaurant
¤¤May brew and bottle malt beverages at the license location
¤¤May obtain a Class 2 rectifying license for a premises
located within 1 mile of the existing Class 7 Micro-Brewer
location to bottle malt beverages brewed at the
micro-brewery location only
¤¤May contract with the holder of a Class 2 rectifying
license, a Class 5 brewery license, a Class 7
Micro-Brewery license or a Class 8 Farm Brewery
license or holder of a nonresident dealers permit to
brew and bottle malt beverages on their behalf
¤¤May store the finished product under an individual
storage permit or at a licensed public storage facility for
subsequent sale and delivery to a licensed wholesaler, an
authorized person outside this state, and for shipment back
to micro-brewery location for sale on the retail premises
¤¤May not brew, bottle, or contract for more than 22,500
barrels of malt beverages per year
¤¤May enter into a temporary delivery agreement with a
distributor only for delivery of beer to a beer festival or
wine and beer festival and the return of any unused beer if
¤¤A beer festival or wine and beer festival is in a
sales territory for which the holder does not have a
franchise with a distributor under the Beer Franchise
Fair Dealing Act
¤¤Temporary Delivery Agreement is in writing
¤¤A license holder that has licenses for two locations may
not collectively brew, bottle or contract for more than
22,500 barrels of malt beverages in aggregate from both of
its locations each year.

¤¤A Class 7 licensee who wishes to produce more than the
barrelage authorized shall divest of any Class B, D, or any
retail license and obtain a Class 5 Manufacturers license.
¤¤The on-sale privilege authorizes the holder, each
calendar year, to sell at retail for on-premises
consumption up to 4,000 barrels of beer brewed under
this license; or if the holder has licenses for two
locations, beer that totals annually up to 4,000 barrels in
aggregate from both its locations and has been brewed
at the location where it is sold
¤¤The off-sale privilege authorizes the holder to sell and
deliver beer brewed under this license to any wholesaler
licensed to sell beer in state; or any person who is located
in a state other than Maryland who is authorized under
the laws of that state to receive brewed beverages.
¤¤May sell at retail, beer brewed under this license to
customers for consumption off the licensed premises: in
refillable containers that are sealed by micro-brewery at
time of each refill
¤¤As prepackaged beer in non-refillable containers
¤¤The hours and days for consumer sales under a
Class 7 micro-brewery license are as established
for a Class B license
BREWERY ZONING (FREDERICK COUNTY)
Breweries not located on a farm may be considered a
limited manufacturing and assembly land use. Limited manufacturing and assembly is a principal permitted use in the
Office Research Industrial (ORI), Limited Industrial (LI) and
General Industrial (GI) zoning districts. Contact the Zoning
Administrator within the Division of Planning and Permitting
for evaluation of the proposed activity and zoning verification. If you are interested in locating in the Agriculture (A) or
Resource Conservation (RC) zoning district, please see the
Farm Brewery page.
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Breweries in Maryland are broken down into four types: Class 5 Brewery (§2-207), Class 6 Pub Brewery (§2-208), Class 7 MicroBreweries (§2-209), and Class 8 Farm Brewery (§2-210). There are currently no Class 6 Pub Brewery licenses available in Frederick
County. *Definitions are subject to change according to the most recent state and local legislation.
CLASS 8 FARM BREWERY LICENSE
(STATE OF MARYLAND)
¤¤An establishment for the manufacture of malt liquors,
such as beer and ale, using grains such as barley, wheat,
and oats and produced on the farm on which the farm
brewery is located. A farm brewery may not brew more
than 15,000 barrels of malt beverages per year, and at
least a majority of one of the primary grains must be
produced on the farm.
¤¤Any farmer with a Class 8 Farm Brewery License may
also sell and deliver beer from the farm brewery to a
wholesale company or directly to an individual consumer.
FARM BREWERY TASTING ROOM
(FREDERICK COUNTY)
¤¤A farm brewery may have one accessory structure for the
purpose of sampling alcoholic beverages brewed at the
farm. For retail sales of brewing products produced on site
the farm brewery must have a valid retail liquor license.
¤¤Farm Brewery is a permitted use subject to design
regulations, a Farm brewery tasting room is a permitted
use subject to site plan development plan approval. A
zoning certificate is required to be obtained prior to the
initiation of the processing operation and/or prior to
any building construction related to farm winery, farm
brewery, farm winery tasting room, or farm brewery
tasting room.
¤¤Class 8 farm brewery license holder as an accessory use
to a commercial roadside stand in the RC, A, R1, R3, VC,
MX and GC zoning districts
¤¤The Zoning Administrator may approve a request for
a Class 8 Farm Brewery License holder to conduct
limited activities as an accessory use to a commercial

roadside stand in the RC, A, R1, R3, VC, MX and GC
zoning districts where the following requirements
are met:
¤¤(A) The holder of a Class 8 Farm Brewery License
under the Annotated Code of Maryland may sell
and deliver beer in accordance with the terms and
approvals of that license.
¤¤(B) Outdoor promotional events and activities
allowed under the Class 8 Farm Brewery License
in reference to Section 1-19-8.700 in the Frederick
County zoning ordinance, shall require a temporary
outdoor activity permit, except in the residential
zoning districts wherein temporary use permits shall
not be issued.
*BUILDING CODES APPLY

LIMITED FARM ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES TASTING ROOM
(FREDERICK COUNTY)
A farm brewery, farm distillery or farm winery may have
one accessory structure for the purpose of tasting and
retail sales of alcoholic beverages and spirits that are
brewed, distilled, or produced on the farm in accordance
with this chapter. The structure within which the tasting
room is located shall have no more than 1,500 square feet
of customer service area devoted to tasting and retail sales
of the farm alcoholic beverages. Calculation of the 1,500
square feet devoted to tasting and retail sales will be based
on the floor area devoted to customer service, excluding
rest rooms, food preparation area, and storage. For
operations under 1,500 square feet, Frederick County does
not require a site plan. *BUILDING CODES APPLY.
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Even though there are two classes of Wineries in Maryland — Class 3 (§ 2-204) and Class 4 (§ 2-205), all current wineries are
licensed as Class 4 due to its general promotion and sales advantages. The Class 4 allows a winery to sell wine it produces at
retail (by the glass, bottle or case) to visitors. The Class 3 is designed to be a production facility only, limiting customer access to
the wine. *These definitions are subject to change according to the most recent state and local legislation.
CLASS 4 – WINERY LICENSE (STATE OF MARYLAND)
¤¤A license holder may from available Maryland agricultural
products: ferment and bottle wine; and distill and bottle
pomace brandy
¤¤Sell and deliver the wine and pomace brandy to a holder
of a wholesalers license; a holder of a permit that is
authorized to acquire wine or pomace brandy; or a person
outside the state that is authorized to acquire wine or
pomace brandy
¤¤On or before January 31st of each year, the Maryland
Department of Agriculture shall determine if an insufficient
supply of Maryland agricultural products exists.
¤¤If an insufficient supply is determined to exist, a license
holder may use agricultural products from outside the
state to manufacture wine during the period covered by
the determination of the department
¤¤A license holder needs no other license to possess,
manufacture, sell or transport wine
¤¤May sell wine and pomace brandy produced by the
license holder for consumption
¤¤In an amount not exceeding 2 fluid ounces per brand,
provide samples of wine and pomace brandy that the
license holder produces to a consumer at either no
charge or for a fee
¤¤Sell or Serve
¤¤Bread or other baked goods, chili, chocolate,
crackers, cured meat, fruits, hard and soft cheese,
salads and vegetables, pizza, prepackaged
sandwiches, soup, condiments
¤¤The following items made with Maryland Wine:
Ice cream, jam, jelly, vinegar

¤¤A caterer is not limited to selling or serving only the
foods specified
¤¤A license holder or entity in which the license holder has
a pecuniary interest may not act as a caterer of food
¤¤For off-premises consumption of wine and for sampling
from 10am – 10pm each day
¤¤For on-premises consumption of wine and sales and service
of food on the licensed premises from 10am – 6pm each
day; or if guests are attending a planned promotional
event or other organized activity on the licensed
premises, from 10am – 10pm, each day
¤¤The license allows the license holder to operate
7 days a week
¤¤At least 14 days before holding a planned promotional
event after 6pm, a license holder shall file a notice
of the promotional event with the Comptroller on the
form provided
¤¤A license holder may: store on its licensed premises, in a
segregated area approved by the comptroller, the product
of other Class 4 wineries to use at Maryland Wineries
Association promotional activities, provided records are
maintained and reports filed regarding the storage under
this item as may be required by the comptroller.
¤¤Distill and bottle not more than 1,900 gallons of
pomace brandy made from available Maryland
agricultural products
¤¤Purchase bulk wine fermented by a manufacture
licensed under his article and blend the wine with the
license holders wine and pomace brand if the aggregate
purchase does not exceed 25% of the license holders
annual wine and pomace brandy production
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¤¤Purchase pomace brandy only for blending with wine
¤¤Import, export, and transport its wine and pomace
brandy in accordance with the Class 4 license
¤¤Produce wine and pomace brandy at a warehouse
for which the license holder has been issued an
individual storage permit, if the license holder does
not serve or sell wine at the warehouse to the public;
and the Comptroller has full access at all times to the
warehouse to enforce this article
¤¤Location-Class 4 winery may be located only at the place
stated on license
¤¤Throughout the winemaking process, the license holder
shall: maintain ownership of the wine or pomace brandy
and ensure that the wine or pomace brandy returns to the
location of the winery.
FARM WINERY (FREDERICK COUNTY)
The use of the property for the processing of fruit for the
production of wine or juice on a producing vineyard,
orchard or similar growing area, or a farm. A farm winery
must have a minimum of 10 acres, a valid Class 4 Maryland
wine license and must grow one acre of fruit for every 2,000
gallons of wine or juice produced. For purposes of this use,
the term “farm” includes contiguous and noncontiguous
parcels within the county in active agricultural production
which are owned or leased by the processor.
¤¤FARM WINERY TASTING ROOM
(FREDERICK COUNTY)
¤¤A farm winery may have one accessory structure
for the purpose of wine tasting and retail sales of
winery products
¤¤Farm Winery is a permitted use subject to design
regulations, a farm winery tasting room is a permitted

use subject to site plan development approval. A
zoning certificate is required to be obtained prior to
the initiation of the processing operation and/or prior
to any building construction related to farm winery,
farm brewery, farm winery tasting room, or farm
brewery tasting room. *BUILDING CODES APPLY

LIMITED FARM ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES TASTING ROOM
(FREDERICK COUNTY)
A farm brewery, farm distillery or farm winery may have
one accessory structure for the purpose of tasting and
retail sales of alcoholic beverages and spirits that are
brewed, distilled, or produced on the farm in accordance
with this chapter. The structure within which the tasting
room is located shall have no more than 1,500 square feet
of customer service area devoted to tasting and retail sales
of the farm alcoholic beverages. Calculation of the 1,500
square feet devoted to tasting and retail sales will be based
on the floor area devoted to customer service, excluding
rest rooms, food preparation area, and storage. For
operations under 1,500 square feet, Frederick County does
not require a site plan. *BUILDING CODES APPLY.
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Distilleries in Maryland are classified into two types: Class 1 (§ 2-202) and Class 9 (§ 2-203).
*These definitions are subject to change according to the most recent state and local legislation.
CLASS 1 - DISTILLERY LICENSE (STATE OF MARYLAND)
¤¤License shall be obtained for each trade name and each
distillery in the state
¤¤A license holder may:
¤¤Establish and operate a plant for distilling brandy, rum,
whiskey, alcohol, and neutral spirits at the location
described in license
¤¤Sell and Deliver the alcoholic beverages:
¤¤In bulk to a person in the state that is authorized to
acquire them; and
¤¤To a person outside the state that is authorized to
acquire them
¤¤Manufacture an alcoholic beverage in the name of
another person or under a trade name if the other person
or trade name also holds a Class 1 Distillery License
¤¤Acquire alcoholic beverages in bulk from the holder of
a Class 1 distillery license, Class 2 rectifying license,
Class 3 winery license, or nonresident dealers permit
¤¤Conduct guided tours of the licensed premises
¤¤Serve not more than three samples of products
manufactured at the location, with each sample
consisting of not more than one-half ounce from a
single product, to an individual who has attained
the legal drinking age and participated in a guided
tour of the licensed premises; and
¤¤Sell not more than three 750-milliliter bottles of
products manufactured on the licensed premises,
for off-premises consumption, and related
merchandise to an individual who has attained
the legal drinking age and participated in a guided
tour of the licensed premises
¤¤Acting as caterer of food is prohibited — a license
holder or entity in which a license holder has a pecuniary
interest may not act as a caterer of food
¤¤Time limits — a license holder may conduct activities during
¤¤For off-premises consumption of products
manufactured at the licensed premises and for
sampling, from 10am – 10pm each day

¤¤If guests are attending a planned promotional event
or other organized activity on the licensed premises,
from 10am – 10pm each day
¤¤Days of Operation — Class 1 License allows the license
holder to operate 7 days a week
¤¤Filing of Notice Required — at least 14 days prior to
holding a planned promotional event after 6pm, a license
holder shall file a notice of the promotional event with the
Comptroller’s office
FARM DISTILLERY (FREDERICK COUNTY)
An establishment for the manufacture of distilled spirits
produced on the farm on which the farm distillery is located.
A farm distillery must have a valid distillery license issued
by the state of Maryland, may not distill more than 100,000
gallons of spirits per year, and at least one of the grains/fruits
used in the distilled product must be produced on the farm.
¤¤FARM DISTILLERY TASTING ROOM
(FREDERICK COUNTY)
¤¤A farm distillery may have one accessory structure for
the purpose of sampling alcoholic beverages distilled
at the farm. For retail sales of distillery products
produced on site the farm distillery must have a valid
retail liquor license. *BUILDING CODES APPLY
LIMITED FARM ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES TASTING ROOM
(FREDERICK COUNTY)
A farm brewery, farm distillery or farm winery may have one
accessory structure for the purpose of tasting and retail sales
of alcoholic beverages and spirits that are brewed, distilled,
or produced on the farm in accordance with this chapter. The
structure within which the tasting room is located shall have no
more than 1,500 square feet of customer service area devoted
to tasting and retail sales of the farm alcoholic beverages.
Calculation of the 1,500 square feet devoted to tasting and
retail sales will be based on the floor area devoted to customer
service, excluding rest rooms, food preparation area, and
storage. For operations under 1,500 square feet, Frederick
County does not require a site plan. *BUILDING CODES APPLY.
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CLASS 9 – LIMITED DISTILLERY LICENSE
(STATE OF MARYLAND)
¤¤The limited distillery license may be issued only to a
holder of a:
¤¤Class D beer, wine, and liquor license where sales for
both on - and off-premises consumption are permitted
for use on the premises for which the Class D license
was issued; or
¤¤Class B beer, wine, and liquor license where sales for
both on - and off-premises consumption are permitted
for use on the premises for which the Class B license
was issued.
¤¤A holder of the limited distillery license:
¤¤May establish and operate a plant in the State for
distilling, rectifying, and bottling brandy, rum, whiskey,
alcohol, and neutral spirits if the holder:
¤¤Maintains only one brand at any one time for each
product of brandy, rum, whiskey, alcohol, and neutral
spirits that is distilled, rectified, and sold; and
¤¤Does not manufacture or rectify product of any
other brand for another entity;
¤¤May acquire bulk alcoholic beverages from the holder of
a distillery or rectifying license in the State or from the
holder of a nonresident dealer’s permit;
¤¤After acquiring an individual storage permit, may store
on the licensed premises those products manufactured
under the license;
¤¤May sell and deliver those products manufactured under
the license only to a licensed wholesaler in the State or
person authorized to acquire distilled spirits in another
state and not to a county dispensary;

¤¤May sell the products manufactured under the license at
retail in a manner consistent with the underlying Class D
or Class B license;
¤¤May conduct guided tours of that portion of the licensed
premises used for the limited distillery operation; and
¤¤May serve not more than three samples of products
manufactured at the licensed premises, with each sample
consisting of not more than one-half ounce from a single
product, to persons who:
¤¤Have attained the legal drinking age;
¤¤Participated in a guided tour; and
¤¤Are present on that portion of the premises used for
the limited distillery operation.
¤¤A holder of the limited distillery license may not:
¤¤Apply for or possess a wholesaler’s license;
¤¤Sell bottles of the products manufactured at the Class
9 limited distillery on that part of the premises used for
the distillery operation;
¤¤Except as provided in subsection (e) of this section,
distill, rectify, bottle, or sell more than 100,000 gallons of
brandy, rum, whiskey, alcohol, and neutral spirits each
calendar year;
¤¤Sell at retail on the premises of the Class D or Class
B license, for on-sale or off-sale consumption, more
than 15,500 gallons of the products manufactured
under the license each calendar year; and
¤¤Own, operate, or be affiliated in any manner with
another manufacturer.
¤¤To distill more than the gallonage specified in subsection
(d)(3) of this section, a holder of the limited distillery
license shall divest itself of any Class D or Class B retail
license and obtain a Class 1 distillery license.
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FREDERICK COUNTY OFFICE OF
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
ROLE: Ombudsman services for the craft beverage industry,
business location assistance
CONTACT: Katie Albaugh, Agriculture Business Development
¤¤kalbaugh@frederickcountymd.gov
¤¤118 N. Market St., Frederick, MD 21701
¤¤www.discoverfrederickmd.com
¤¤www.homegrownfrederick.com
¤¤301-600-3037
FREDERICK COUNTY DEVELOPMENT REVIEW
ROLE: Site plan review and approval
CONTACT: Shawna Lemonds, Director
¤¤slemonds@frederickcountymd.gov
¤¤30 N. Market St., Frederick, MD 21701
¤¤301-600-1165
FREDERICK COUNTY ZONING ADMINISTRATION
ROLE: Zoning certificate approval
CONTACT: Zoning Administrator
¤¤30 N. Market St., Frederick, MD 21701
¤¤www.frederickcountymd.gov/104/Zoning-Administration
¤¤301-600-1491
FREDERICK COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF
PERMITS & INSPECTIONS
ROLE: Inspects and issues Zoning Certificates; Reviews
Construction Plans; Issues Building, Electrical, Plumbing and
Life Safety Permits (excluding the City of Frederick and Mt. Airy)
CONTACT: Gary Hessong, Director
¤¤ghessong@frederickcountymd.gov
¤¤30 N. Market St., Frederick, MD 21701
¤¤301-600-2028

TTB – U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY,
ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU
ROLE: Authorizes and licenses all alcoholic beverages, posts
bonds, compliance, bond, issues label/bottle approval
CONTACT:

¤¤www.ttb.gov
COMPTROLLER’S OFFICE OF MARYLAND
ROLE: Licenses Wineries, Distilleries, Breweries, Food
at Breweries and posts bonds, issues event permits
CONTACT: Field Enforcement Division, Regulatory and
Licensing Section
¤¤www.marylandtaxes.com
¤¤410-260-7314
FREDERICK COUNTY LIQUOR BOARD
ROLE: Licenses breweries, except for farm breweries.
¤¤WINERIES – This Board does not license wineries in any
way. Wineries are licensed through the Comptroller of
Maryland’s office.
¤¤DISTILLERIES – This Board does not license distilleries in
any way. Distilleries are licensed through the Comptroller
of Maryland’s office.
¤¤BREWERIES –
¤¤CLASS 5 BREWERY – is allowed to produce beer,
provide tours, tastings and with an On-Site
Consumption Permit issued by the local Board, they
may sell up to 500 barrels of beer for an on-premises
consumption. This Board does not limit or allow
food at a Class 5 Brewery – that falls under the
jurisdiction of the Comptroller’s Office. This board
does not allow or deny the use of food trucks. That
falls under the jurisdiction of the state of Maryland
and the Health Department.
¤¤CLASS 6 PUB BREWERIES – issued to restaurants who
have a brewery on site and they are limited to the
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beer they can produce. Frederick County does not
have any Class 6 Pub Brewery licenses.
¤¤CLASS 7 MICRO BREWERIES – issued to restaurants–
but in addition to brewing onsite, they can have a
rectifying facility a mile away, they may contract brew
for other licensees, and they may store the product
under an individual storage permit.
¤¤CLASS 8 FARM BREWERIES – This Board does not
license farm breweries in any way. They are licensed
through the Comptroller of Maryland’s office.

MARYLAND WINERIES ASSOCIATION
ROLE: Winery start-up assistance, advocacy and promotion
CONTACT:

¤¤www.marylandwine.com
¤¤410-252-9463
MARYLAND BREWERS ASSOCIATION
ROLE: Brewery start-up assistance, advocacy
and promotion
CONTACT:

¤¤www.marylandbeer.org
¤¤410-252-9463

CONTACT:

¤¤liquorboard@frederickcountymd.gov
¤¤12 E Church St, Frederick, MD 21701
¤¤301-600-2984

MARYLAND DISTILLERS GUILD

ROLE: Distillery start-up assistance, advocacy

FREDERICK COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

and promotion

Temporary Food Stand Permits
CONTACT: Food Program Office
¤¤350 Montevue Lane, Frederick, MD 21702
¤¤www.health.frederickcountymd.gov
¤¤301-600-2542

¤¤www.marylandspirits.org
¤¤410-252-9463

ROLE: Well and Septic, License Food Trucks,

CONTACT:

118 N. Market St., Frederick, MD 21701 | 301-600-1058 | info@discoverfrederickmd.com
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FREDERICK COUNTY FARM WINERY/BREWERY/
DISTILLERY ZONING CHECK LIST
A prospective Farm Winery/Brewery/Distillery and/or Farm
Winery/Brewery/Distillery Tasting Room within Frederick
County should:
¤¤Review the steps to starting a winery, brewery, distillery
found in this guide and ensure that the proposed facility
meets definitions in the zoning ordinance, and ensure the
property is located in the correct zoning district.
¤¤Contact the Frederick County Office of Economic
Development to begin the process of obtaining a
determination that the agricultural activity on site meets
the definitions in the zoning ordinance.
¤¤Determine whether activities requiring a Temporary
Outdoor Event permit will be conducted on site.
¤¤Contact the Division of Planning and Permitting to obtain
a preapplication meeting appointment and for more
information on the specific process for planning and
building permit approvals. See the following list.

The following overview provides general information about
the process for establishing a Farm Winery/Brewery/
Distillery and/or Farm Winery/Brewery/Distillery Tasting
Room within Frederick County.
FARM WINERY/BREWERY/DISTILLERY
A Farm Winery/Brewery/Distillery as defined in the zoning
definitions is a principal permitted use subject design
regulations within the Agricultural (A) and Resource
Conservation (RC) zoning districts (see chart below).
Section 1-19-5.310 Use Table of the Zoning Ordinance
P – Principal permitted use subject to design regulations.
A blank indicates that the use is not permitted under any situation

ZONING DISTRICTS
Uses

RC A R1 R3 R5 R8 R12 R16 VC MX GC RI LI GI

FARM
WINERY

P P

FARM
BREWERY

P P

FARM
DISTILLERY

P P

* A zoning certificate is required to be obtained prior to the initiation of the
processing operation and/or prior to any building construction related to
farm winery, farm brewery, farm distillery, farm distillery tasting room, farm
winery tasting room, [or] farm brewery tasting room, or limited farm alcoholic
beverages tasting room.
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FARM WINERY/BREWERY/DISTILLERY TASTING ROOM
A Farm Winery/Brewery/Distillery Tasting Room as
defined above is a principal permitted use subject to site
development plan approval. A zoning certificate is required
prior to establishing the use and typically building and other
permits, and inspection will be required prior to occupancy.

If no site plan approval exists on the property then a Type
I Site Development Plan approval by Planning Commission
will be required. The Type I Site Plan process includes specific criteria that must be met. Those criteria can be found
in the Zoning Ordinance under section 1-19-3.300 through
1-19-3.300.4.

Section 1-19-5.310 Use Table of the Zoning Ordinance
PS – Principle permitted use subject to site development
plan approval.

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS WILL NEED TO BE REVIEWED
FOR COMPLIANCE AS PART OF THE OVERALL
REVIEW PROCESS:
¤¤Setbacks
¤¤Parking
¤¤Lighting
¤¤Landscaping
¤¤Signage
¤¤Health department (well/septic/food safety etc.)
¤¤Life Safety Requirements
¤¤Stormwater
¤¤Forest Resource Ordinance
¤¤Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance
¤¤Building, Plumbing and Electrical Permits
¤¤Access, including the following:
Every building, structure or use of land used in whole
or in part for commercial or industrial purposes will
be located on a lot abutting for at least 80 feet on a
paved public road; provided, however, where a common
entrance is used, the minimum frontage of each lot shall
be 50 feet. Limited Craft Tasting Rooms are not subject to
this requirement.

A blank indicates that the use is not permitted under any situation

ZONING DISTRICTS
Uses

RC A R1 R3 R5 R8 R12 R16 VC MX GC RI LI GI

FARM
WINERY
TASTING
ROOM

PS PS

FARM
BREWERY
TASTING
ROOM

PS PS

FARM
DISTILLERY
TASTING
ROOM

PS PS

LIMITED
CRAFT
BEVERAGE
TASTING
ROOM

P P

* A zoning certificate is required to be obtained prior to the initiation of the
processing operation and/or prior to any building construction related to farm
winery, farm brewery, farm distillery, farm distillery tasting room, farm winery
tasting room, [or] farm brewery tasting room, or limited farm alcoholic
beverages tasting room.

*Breweries/Wineries/Distilleries not meeting the Farm and
agricultural activity requirements may be considered a limited
manufacturing and assembly land use. Limited manufacturing
and assembly is a principal permitted use in the Office Research
Industrial (ORI), Limited Industrial (LI) and General Industrial (GI)
zoning districts. Contact the Zoning Administrator at 301-600-1491
within the Division of Planning and Permitting for evaluation of the
proposed activity and zoning verification.
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OPERATING MOBILE FOOD UNITS AT A WINERY, BREWERY OR DISTILLERY
The Division of Permitting & Planning (which includes Zoning) considers “mobile food trucks” an accessory use to a legally
permitted winery, brewery or distillery tasting room. As an accessory use, food trucks do not require a zoning certificate, permit
or any other approval from the Division so long as they are operating as an accessory use. This includes food trucks for special
events and food trucks for a couple of hours a day when the tasting room is open. Please note that the City of Frederick has their
own rules on mobile food units.
IS THE FOOD TRUCK LICENSED
WITH THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT?
¤¤Temporary Food Service Permits —
 can be applied for
each event for public events such as fairs and festivals,
the requirements are less restrictive than annually
licensed unites that operate on a more regular basis ($25)
¤¤Annual Food Service License — mobile unit must be in
full compliance with Maryland’s Food Service Regulations
(COMAR 10.15.03). This license also allows you to
participate at public events in Frederick County without
the need of additionally obtaining Temporary Food Service
Permits ($200.00)
¤¤Contact Wendy Cochran 301-600-315 at the
Health Department to find a licensed Food Truck

IS THE FOOD TRUCK LICENSED
WITH THE FIRE MARSHAL?
¤¤All mobile food vending platforms are required to be
inspected annually by the Frederick County Fire and
Rescue’s Office of the Fire Marshal. Inspection stickers
will be valid for 12 months from the date of issue.
¤¤One day/event inspections will also be available.
¤¤Initial inspection and a single re-inspection are at no charge
¤¤Inspection Requirements: valid Frederick County Health
Department Inspection, valid driver’s license, current
vehicle registration, current vehicle insurance, Mobile
food platform plans
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